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Letter from the Co-Chairs

Written Declaration on Epilepsy
Our first initiative was the European Written 
Declaration on Epilepsy. Since its passing in 
September, the declaration has now been sent 
by the European Parliament to the Commiss-
sion and to EU national governments. However, 

there is no legislation or directive in place that requires either 
the Commission or any national government to implement its 
recommendations. It is vital, therefore, that we interact at 
national level with health departments to encourage adoption 
of the key points in the declaration. 

We have learned of some meetings and events highlighting 
the declaration that have already taken place at local level, 
including a workshop in the Bulgarian Parliament in Sofia, which 
took place at the end of November. We would be pleased to 
hear of any activities organised in your country.

In the meantime, on behalf of the EAE task force, we have sent a 
letter to each EU health minister, alerting them to the declaration 
and asking for their support for improvements in epilepsy services 
at EU level. The timing of these letters was to ensure that they 
arrived before the next meeting of EU Health Ministers, which 
will take place in February.

Welcome to the first newsletter of  the joint task force Epilepsy 
Advocacy Europe (EAE)! In this first letter, we report on our 
activities since the task force set to work last March.
We are planning to communicate with you on a regular basis in 
the future, to present news on the activities of the task force 
itself and on issues and initiatives in Europe, that may be of 
interest to European epilepsy organisations.
With best wishes until the next time!

Emilio Perucca
Co Chair

Mike Glynn
Co Chair

Epilepsy & Sport
Chaired by Austrian MEP Angelika 
Werthmann and organised by the EAE 
task force, a roundtable on Epilepsy & 
Sport took place in Brussels on 27 No-
vember. Pictured attending the event 
are, from left: Asla Pitkänen (EAE Sec-
retary), Georg Thoma (speaker), Irish 
MEP Gay Mitchell, Jérôme Becher 
(speaker), Emma Beamish (speaker) 
and Mike Glynn (EAE Co-Chair).

The Burden 
of Epilepsy

The theme for European 
Epilepsy Day 2012 is the 
Burden of Epilepsy. To pro-
mote and celebrate the day, 
the Co-Chairs will travel to 
Strasbourg for meetings 
with MEPs. 
Nine meetings have already been confirmed with MEPs from 
Greece, the UK, Italy, Hungary, Slovakia, Netherlands and the 
Czech Republic. In addition, a reception will take place in the 
parliament on the evening of the 14 February, with an exhibi-
tion of photos from the IBE Jubilee Epilepsy Without Words 
photography competition. Invitation will be sent to all MEPs 
and we are hoping for a good response. All IBE and ILAE 
members are also invited to attend the reception and further 
details will be circulated in the coming days.
The poster for EED2012 uses the winning image from the IBE 
photo competition and we are happy to help you adapt this 
for use in your country. Email ibedublin@eircom.net for further 
information and assistance.


